
 
 

 

Assessment Procedures 

WRAT5 

The WRAT5 assesses student’s reading, spelling, and maths skills and helps identify possible learning 

disabilities. It is administered when student’s join Amberleigh and then annually on the anniversary 

of each student’s start date. The data enables the Education Team to place new students on the 

correct curriculum pathway and track their progress throughout their time at Amberleigh. It also 

provides us with national comparison data as required at student’s LACs, PEPs and other 

professional meetings. 

It is divided into five main areas: 

Word Reading provides a measure of letter and word recognition accuracy with items that include 

uppercase and lowercase letters and words with regular and irregular letter patterns. 

Spelling provides a measure of written spelling from dictation with items that include letters and 

words with regular and irregular letter patterns. 

Math Computation provides a measure of oral math computation skills with items that require 

counting, identifying numbers, and solving spoken problems as well as solving written computation 

problems that range from basic arithmetic to advanced operations. 

Sentence Comprehension provides a measure of sentence comprehension skills and linguistic 

knowledge to supply a word that fills a blank in a series of items containing one or two sentences 

that progress in difficulty. 

The Reading Composite Score is based on the Word Reading and Sentence Comprehension subtests 

and provides a broad measure of reading ability involving both words and sentences. 

Interpreting Scores  

The standard score relates to a student’s performance compared to the performance of individuals 

of the same age. Scores range from 55 to 145 and are categorised from extremely low to extremely 

high. 

Descriptive Category Standard Score 

Extremely High 131-145 

Very High 121-130 

High Average 111-120 

Average 91-110 

Low Average 81-90 

Very Low 71-80 

Extremely Low 55-70 

 



 
 

Many of our students have refused education and missed large gaps of their learning. This score 

highlights how far away students are from the average and enables us to plan and track learning in 

order to close the gaps. 

Student 
Initials 

Year Word reading Spelling Math 
Computation 

Sentence 
Comprehension 

Reading 
Composite 

  62 58 73 71 66 

  108 110 91 106 107 

  55 59 82 78 66 

  117 98 103 120 120 

  86 86 76 79 81 

  105 80 92 106 106 

  55 57 57 73 64 

  81 78 75 97 88 

  123 140 99 118 122 

 

Attention is paid to individual scores, which are used to inform English and Maths PCP targets. Any 

student found to be below average in any area is given targeted intervention once a week in English 

and Maths. We may also introduce other interventions such as additional lessons, targeted 

homework or daily practise of key skills.   

   

 The data also shows us areas in which our students are excelling, which helps us to provide more 

challenging educational experiences to enhance this area of strength. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

SOLAR 

Solar is an online tracking tool containing our Scheme of Work Curriculum Pathways for every 

subject.  Students are baselined on the correct Pathway based on information gained from previous 

schools, baseline assessments and their WRAT5 scores. From initial baseline, teachers use Solar to 

record student’s attainment in lessons. There are three stars for each learning objective: emerging, 

developing and secure which teachers complete as and when required based on their formative and 

summative assessments.  

“Learning involves a lasting change in pupils’ capabilities or understanding.” (Department for 

Education 2020) If nothing is remembered, nothing has been learned. Therefore, re-visiting learning 

across contexts is key to ensure attainment is secure. 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment 

This takes the form of class work, observations, discussions, teacher marking, self/peer marking, skill 

checks, diagnostics, online games etc. It is daily assessment which teachers use to capture student’s 

attainment in lessons against a planned learning objective. Evidence gained is recorded on solar and 

used to track progress and amend planning and teaching accordingly.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Summative Assessment 

This takes the form of end of term tests, knowledge checks, coursework and more formal testing e.g. 

Functional skills, BTEC and GCSE past papers and exams. This is carried out as required, to inform 

planning, to set PCP and PEP targets, to measure progress and to achieve relevant qualifications. 

 

 

 

Expected Progress 

Our individual pathways are designed to be covered over a two-year period but this is flexible 

depending on previous attainment, time spent out of education and an individual's learning needs. 

At the start of the academic year, a flightpath of expected progress is created for each subject for 

each student. The flightpath sets a percentage target of pathway coverage for the year to ensure 

sufficient and expected progress is made. For example, a student may start the academic year on 

Pathway 2 + 25% so by the end of the Summer Term they will be expected to have completed 

Pathway 2 +75%. This enables 100% coverage of a pathway across two years: 50% each year. This is 

further broken down to provide termly targets. SEN is taken into consideration when planning 

targets but expectations remain high for progress.  

 

 

 

 

Subject: Maths  

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term End of 
Year 

Target 
(+50%) 

End of 
Year 
Level 

Student  Start 
End 
(+15%) Start 

End 
(+20%) Start 

End 
(+15%) 

 P2+25% P2+40%     P2+75%  

 P1+90% P2+8%     P2+43%  

 P1+93% P2+11%     P2+46%  

 P1+74% P1+89%     P2+24%  

 P1+57% P1+72%     P2+7%  



 
 

Mid-Term Assessment Meetings 

Each subject teacher meets with the Deputy Head Teacher mid-term, to discuss attainment recorded 

on Solar and to highlight individual progress and areas for development. Subject teachers then put 

strategies in place to ensure students make expected progress and meet end of term targets. 

 

 

 

End of Term Assessment Meetings 

Each subject teacher meets with the Deputy Head Teacher at the end of each term to discuss 

individual progress and whether students have met (yellow), not met (red) or exceeded (green) their 

target. This information informs teaching practice, medium term planning, PCP and PEP targets, and 

any intervention required for the following term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: Maths  

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term End of 
Year 

Target 
(+50%) 

End of 
Year 
Level 

Student  Start 
End 
(+15%) Start 

End 
(+20%) Start 

End 
(+15%) 

 P2+25% P2+40% P2+38%    P2+75%  

 P1+90% P2+8% P2+8%    P2+43%  

 P1+93% P2+11% P2+15%    P2+46%  

 P1+74% P1+89% P1+92%    P2+24%  

 P1+57% P1+72% P1+72%    P2+7%  



 
 

Reading Assessment 

New Group Reading Test (NGRT) 

The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a standardised assessment to measure reading skills of 
students against the national average. Through a variety of exercises, NGRT can assess students’ 
knowledge of phonics, comprehension, decoding ability, vocabulary, grammatical knowledge, 
deduction and inference skills, authorial intent, and ability to deal with figurative and idiomatic 
language (depending on the age of the student and test selected). Tasks include sentence 
completion, passage comprehension and phonic exercises. NGRT tests not just the ability of students 
to decode what they read, but also to comprehend and apply meaning.  

Interpreting NGRT Data 
We use NGRT to indicate where a student’s reading ability sits as compared to the national average, 
to identify where intervention may be needed, or where further development can be pushed. It is 
used termly to monitor the impact of any interventions and assess a student’s progress. 
 

 

 

The data is also used to help students to select books that they can read independently during 
reading for pleasure.  Students and staff are encouraged to read for at least fifteen minutes a day 
and time is allocated on the timetable for this. Reading for pleasure can take on many forms such as 
being read to, group reading, an audio book or silent reading. During lessons, texts will be chosen 
slightly above this range, to provide challenge during guided reading. 



 
 

 

Detailed reports generated from the NGRT are used to inform teaching and learning and enables the 
English teacher to target specific reading skills through intervention.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Spelling Assessment 

New Group Spelling Test (NGST) 
New Group Spelling Test (NGST) is an adaptive assessment which we use termly to monitor students’ 
spelling skills. 
 
Questions are delivered via audio and the assessment is adaptive – meaning that questions change 
based on student’s responses, so more able students can be challenged while weaker students are 
kept engaged. The reports provide the Standard Age Score (SAS), which is used to compare each 
student’s performance with other students of the same age, and track progress. Reports also 
provide customised implications for teaching and learning as well as offer practical help with next 
steps in the classroom. 

NGST has two sections: 
Single word section – tests five or six spelling rules in line with the new curricula. 
Spelling in context section – tests a variety of different spelling rules using sentence completion 
tasks. 
 
NGST reports include: 
Group report for teachers – a summary of the age-standardised scores for the chosen group of 
pupils, presented in rank order and compared to the national population (national percentile rank). 
Individual report for teachers – offers a detailed analysis of responses to the two sections of NGST, a 
profile summary and tailored implications for teaching and learning. 
Group progress report for teachers – provides a summary of the progress made over time for the 
chosen group of pupils with two points of progress.  
 

 

 



 
 

Detailed reports generated from the NGST are used to inform teaching and learning and enables the 
English teacher to target specific spelling skills through intervention.  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

PASS – Pupil Attitudes to Self and School 

The success of young people’s educational experience is heavily determined by the attitudes that 
they bring to their learning, their sense of aspiration and the feelings they have about their place in 
the broader social context of the school. The PASS diagnostic is a powerful, multi-factorial measure 
of student attitudes to school, learning and success. 
 
The PASS factors are:  

Factor 1 – Feelings about school  
Measuring students’ sense of well-being, safety and comfort in school.  
 
Factor 2 – Perceived learning capability Measures students’ views of how positive and successful 
they feel in their specific capabilities as learners.  
 
Factor 3 – Self-regard as a learner  
Measures the impact of their learning on their concept of self more generally.  
 
Factor 4 – Preparedness for learning  
Measures students’ perceptions of their behaviour and attitude in learning situations (including 
metacognitive skills).  
 
Factor 5 – Attitudes to teachers  
Measures students’ perceptions of their relationships with teachers.  
 
Factor 6 – General work ethic  
Measures students’ attitudes and responses to work in general.  
 
Factor 7 – Confidence in learning  
Measures students’ confidence in approaching and dealing with learning and perseverance when 
presented with challenging tasks and includes associated feelings such as a ‘high’ anxiety element.  
 
Factor 8 – Attitudes to attendance  
Measures students’ attitudes to attendance at school.  
 
Factor 9 – Response to curriculum demands  
Measures students’ perceptions of the appropriateness of the level of difficulty of work they are 
asked to complete. 
 
PASS is administered at the point of entry and thereafter at the start of every term to establish 

student’s attitudes towards school, learning and success. 

The data gained is used to: 
• Establish students’ perceptions of school and their learning experience;  
• Help the Education team to challenge their own assumptions about the school and its students;  
• Respond to improvement needs as identified by the students;  
• Inform teaching and learning strategies and intervention programmes to help raise standards of 
attainment and student well-being;  
• Address challenging behaviour and attendance issues.  
 



 
 

 
 

Interpreting Scores 

Based on the answers students give, an online report is produced colour coding the level of 

satisfaction that cohorts or individuals have with their school experience: 

High satisfaction with their school experience 
 

Students/Cohorts in the 31st-100th percentile 

Moderate satisfaction with their school experience 
 

Students/Cohorts in the 21st-30th percentile 
 

Low Moderate satisfaction with their school experience 
 

Students/Cohorts in the 6th -20th percentile 
 

Low satisfaction with their school experience 
 

Students/Cohorts in the lowest 5% of responses 
 

 

Attention is paid to the exact percentiles shown in the standardised score tables and students are 

given targeted intervention in their lowest scoring PASS factor. This target is added to the student’s 

PCP and PEP and reviewed on a termly basis. Pupil Premium Plus funding may be requested in a PEP 

to support with PASS interventions. 

 

 

 

It is important to assess pupil’s attitudes to self and school (PASS) to ensure we maintain a suitable 

level of engagement for progress and attainment. 
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